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ARGENTINA. 

ROSARIO.^ 

By  Consul  'William  Da-wsou,  Jr. 

There  was  a  general  decline  in  the  value  of  imports  into  this  con- 
snlar  district  during  1914  from  1918,  as  will  be  seen  from  figures 
published  by  the  Direccion  General  de  Estadistica  in  Buenos  Aires. 
Colon  was  the  only  port  recording  an  increase;  this  amounted  to 
$169JGG.  Imports  entering  Eosario  declined  by  $9,101,957.  Villa 
Constitucion  suffered  the  second  heaviest  decrease,  falling  off  in  value 
of  goods  received  by  $9-19,520. 

Exports  recorded  at  the  principal  ports  of  the  district  also  declined, 
with  the  single  exception  of  Villa  Constitucion,  which  showed  an  in- 
crease of  $592,903.  The  value  of  shipments  from  Eosario  fell  from 
$87,404,544  in  1913  to  $G5,178,97G  in  1914.  The  second  largest  de- 
crease occurred  at  Santa  Fe,  shipments  falling  from  $23,70G,087  in 
1913  to  $14,020,333  in  1914.  The  value  of  the  commerce  of  the 
Eosario  consular  district,  as  indicated  by  the  goods  received  at  and 
shipped  from  the  principal  ports,  is  shown  in  the  following  table  for 
the  year  1914,  compared  with  1913 : 


Ports. 


Rosario 

Santa  Fe 

Villa  Constitucion 

Concepcion 

Colon 

Concordia 

Parana 

Gualeguaychu.... 

La  Paz 

Meudoza 


Imports. 


811,788 
074,594 
192, 288 
166,708 
422,970 
411,509 
226, 706 
104, 693 
82,529 
85,057 


Exports. 


1913 


S2G,709, 

2, 739, 

3,242, 

778, 

592, 

161, 

162, 

69, 

55, 

41, 


404,544 
708,087 
412,733 
480,931 
,012,178 
383,218 
395,319 
809, 199 
244,617 
637,713 


1914 


S65, 178,976 

14,026,333 

2,005,636 

2,396,296 

3,900,728 

5, 778, 197 

3,522,377 

1,505,586 

853,143 

159, 126 


Reasons  for  Decline  in  Exi3orts — Apparent  Discrepancy  in  Statistics. 

The  falling  oft'  in  exports  is  due  primarily  to  the  poor  wheat  and 
linseed  harvests.  The  showing  would  have  been  far  more  favorable 
had  not  bad  weather,  followed  by  the  war,  held  back  the  exportation 
of  the  excellent  corn  crop.    One  cause  of  the  important  decrease  in 

"The  trade  and  general  conditions  of  Rosario,  with  preliminary  statistics  for  1014,  wera 
discussed  iu  Supplement  to  Co.mmeiice  Uefouts,  No.  'dSb,  for  April  17,  1015. 
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2  SUPPLEMENT  TO   COMMEECE  REPORTS. 

shipping  activity  at  Santa  Fe  was  the  closing  of  the  German  market 
for  quebracho  logs  as  a  result  of  the  war. 

It  will  be  observed  that  there  is  a  slight  discrepancy  between  the 
figures  furnished  locally  and  those  published  at  Buenos  Aires  as 
regards  imports  at  Eosario.  The  difference  is  important  as  respects 
exports,  for  while  the  Rosario  customhouse  credits  the  port  with 
exports  valued  at  $56,004,929,  the  Direccion  General  de  Estadistica 
gives  the  figures  as  $G5,1T8,97G.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
Eosario  customhouse  bases  its  calculations  of  value  on  the  "  af  oro  "  or 
officially  fixed  value  for  customs  purposes,  whereas  the  Direccion 
General  de  Estadistica  assigns  to  exports  (but  not  to  imports)  their 
current  market  value  (valor  en  plaza),  which  is  in  most  instances 
considerably  higher. 

Imports  at  Rosario  by  Classes. 

The  following  figures  show  imports  at  Eosario,  dutiable  and  free 
of  duty,  arranged  by  groups,  as  is  the  practice  in  Argentine  sta- 
tistics : 


Groups. 


DUTIABLE. 

Foodstuffs 

Tobacco  and  manufac- 
tures of 

Beverages 

Textile  material  and 
manufactures  of 

Oils,  fixed,  mineral,  vola- 
tile, etc 

Chemical  and  pharma- 
ceutical products , 

Paints  and  dyes 

Wood  and  manufactures 
of 

Paper  and  manufactures 
of 

Leather  and  manufac- 
tures of 

Iron  and  manufactures  of 

Products  used  in  agricul- 
ture  

Vehicles  and  other  means 
of  locomotion 

Other  metals  (not  iron) 
and  manufactures  of. . . 

Stone,  earth,  glassware, 
crockery,  etc 

Electrical  supplies 

Miscellaneous  products . . 

Total 


1913 


So,  317, 707 

32,201 
1,483,174 

1,015,543 

1,490,390 

1,102,045 
112,846 

2,095,971 

160, 655 

112,983 
4, 504, 9G4 

514,638 

175, 685 

330, 421 

1,251,844 
196, 524 
572,900 


21,070,497 


32,912,612 

9,175 
810, 462 

852, 508 

1, 159, 063 

763,481 
83, 469 

1,619,330 

135,890 

58, 433 
2,677,980 

385,030 

94,873 

187,776 

773,329 
244, 185 
529,993 


13,297,589 


Groups. 


FREE  OF  DUTY. 

Live  animals 

Foodstuffs , 

Tobacco  and  manufac- 
tures of 

Textile  material,  and 
manufactures  of 

Oils,  fixed,  mineral,  vola- 
tile, etc 

Chemical  and  pharma- 
ceutical products 

Wood,  and  manufactures 
of 

Paper,  and  manufactures 
of 

Iron,  and  manufactures 
of 

Products  used  in  agri- 
culture  

Vehicles  and  other  means 
of  locomction 

Other  metals  (not  iron), 
and  manufactures  of. . . 

Stone,  earth,  glassware, 
crockery,  etc 

Electrical  supplies 

iliscellaneous  products . . 

Total'. 


1913 


S29 
59, 960 

24 

35, 505 

1,  ISO,  822 

4,354 

9,410 

5, 436 

275,067 

1, 562, 784 

9,014,365 

531 

2,882,078 

16,406 

268, 653 


15, 315,  425 


$16,089 

4,262 

35, 567 

681,057 

3,187 

23, 957 

6,053 

480, 875 

782,  (»5 

8,645,955 


2,375,022 
128,903 
340,634 


13,553,606 


The  decline  in  imports  is  general,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two 
minor  groups.  The  largest  decrease  is  to  be  found  in  food  products 
and  manufactures  of  iron.  The  falling  off  in  foodstuffs  is  due  largely 
to  the  fact  that  on  account  of  abundant  Argentine  production  no 
sugar  was  imported  in  1914.  The  commercial  depression  and  the  war 
in  Europe  affected  the  other  lines. 

Goods  Purchased  from  ITnited  States. 

As  respects  county  of  origin,  the  statistics  of  Rosario  custom- 
house are  very  incomplete.  Figures  are  confined  to  a  limited  number 
of  articles  and  fail  to  show  total  imports  from  each  country.     Im- 


])oi'ts  from  the  United  States  for 
follows : 
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1913  and  1914  are  returned  as 


Articles. 


1913 


Quantity.       Value 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Bitters,  in  bottles dozen. 

Coffee pounds. 

Cordage  and  twine do. . . 

Cotton  cloth do. . . 

Earths do. . . 

Iron: 

Manufactured do. . . 

Unmanufactured do. . . 

Galvanized do. . . 

Machines  and  implements- 

I'lows number. 

Reapers do. .. 

Sewin;;  machines do... 

Miscellaneous pounds. 

Oils: 

Edible do. . . 

(Jencral  (including  lubricating) do. . . 

Kero  >ene j^allons . 

Oyst«rs pounds. 

Paper do. . . 

Pine  lumber square  feet. 

Preserves,  miscellaneous pounds. 

Vehicles number. 

Wire pounds. 


29, 332 
11,147 


13,148 
50,345 


16, 1S7 

2,040 

2,  ,529 

788, 351 

722,016 

4,415,357 

4,186,051 

8,137 

1,614,480 

58, 336, 339 

221,299 

585 

7,052,068 


$724 


5, 164 
2,476 


575 
881 


338, 373 
182,930 
39,552 
55,865 

57, 279 

210,338 

459,039 

664 

45, 706 

2,088,713 

42,356 

9,808 

174,223 


12 
32, 657 
50, 843 
26,0.39 
715, 179 

23, 973 
40, 801 
19, 407 

15,2.33 

1,400 

1,615 

341,597 

1,130,537 

1,208,872 

3,281,310 

7.363 

1,469,566 

37,091,147 

97,0.S9 

843 

3,537,841 


8363 
1,717 
7,884 
7,436 
3,444 

1,049 
715 

594 

253, 217 
37, 857 
17, 933 
26,686 

89,068 

,'■.2.987 

359,593 

645 

•36,032 

1,340,385 

20, 943 

12,041 

75, 313 


American  Goods  Growing  in  Favor. 

It  should  be  clearly  understood  that  the  above  figures  do  not  repre- 
sent total  imports  from  the  United  States.  They  merely  cover  cer- 
tain specified  lines  shown  separately  in  records  kept  by  the  customs- 
house.  While  in  vicAv  of  local  conditions  191-1  shows  a  general  falling 
olf  and  a  heavy  decrease  in  such  important  products  as  lumber,  reap- 
ers, kerosene,  miscellaneous  machinery,  plows,  wire,  and  oils  (gen- 
eral), it  is  interesting  to  note  a  fair  increase  in  imports  of  edible  oils 
due  to  growing  consumption  of  cottonseed  oil,  as  well  as  certain 
articles  such  as  cotton  goods,  cordage,  wrought  iron,  earths  (cement), 
etc. 

While  decreases  may  be  attributed  to  local  conditions  and  to  cessa- 
tion of  building,  the  slight  increases  mentioned  are  indicative  of  the 
interest  in  American  goods  in  lines  which  were  formerly  imported 
from  countries  now  at  war.  Economic  depression  in  Argentina  pre- 
vented an  appreciable  extension  of  trade  here  during  the  last  five 
'months  of  191-1.  If  present  business  improvement  continues,  how- 
ever, the  figures  for  1915  should  show  a  substantial  increase  in  im- 
ports from  the  United  States.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  in  examin- 
ing imports  at  Rosario  that  a  large  proportion  of  foreign  merchandise 
consumed  here  is  entered  at  and  distributed  from  Buenos  Aires. 

Volume  of  Trade  from  Belgium,  Brazil,  and  Canada. 

That  falling  off  in  imports  from  the  United  States  in  1914  is  no 
ground  for  apprehension  is  clear  from  the  following  figures,  wdiich 
show  principal  imports  from  other  countries  together  with  total  im- 
ports from  the  same  countries  in  the  lines  shown  separately  in  re- 
turns (not  to  be  confounded  with  total  imports  from  the  several  coun- 
tries which  are  not  given  in  Eosario  returns) : 
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Belgium  is  credited  with  imports  valued  at  $1,010,163  in  1913  and 
$521,137  in  1914  (customshouse  returns  covering  imports  are  based 
throughout  on  the  "  aforo,"  or  officially  fixed  value  for  customs  pur- 
poses). The  principal  imports  from  Belgium  are:  Iron,  not  manu- 
factured, 17.311  metric  tons  (metric  ton=2,204.G  pounds),  valued  at 
$591,133  in  1913,  and  8,933  metric  tons,  valued  at  $287,181,  in  1914; 
earths  (chieflv  cement),  36,574  metric  tons,  valued  at  $291,737,  in 
1913  and  13,759  metric  tons,  valued  at  $146,140,  in  1914.  Belgian 
trade  with  Rosario  suffered  very  heavily  during  the  second  half  of 
1914.  It  may  be  noted  that  imports  of  galvanized  iron,  miscella- 
neous manufactures  of  iron,  and  miscellaneous  machinery,  which  are, 
however,  of  little  importance,  show  increases  for  j  914, 

Imports  of  Brazilian  yerba  mate  at  Hosario  amounted  to  28,766,- 
386  pounds,  worth  $1,325,720,  in  1913  and  26,049,582  pounds,  worth 
$1,135,670,  in  1914.  Rosario  imported  6,635,453  square  feet  of  pine 
lumber  from  Canada  in  1913,  valued  in  customs  returns  at  $242,033. 
Imports  in  1914  were  only  2,228,814  square  feet,  valued  at  $69,935. 
Total  imports  credited  to  Canada  were  $251,698  in  1913  and  $77,148 
in  1914.  Decrease  in  imports  of  lumber  Avas  relatively  much  larger 
from  Canada  than  from  the  United  States. 

Direct  Imports  from  France  Small. 

By  far  the  greater  proportion  of  French  merchandise  intended  for 
Rosario  is  entered  at  Buenos  Aires.  The  partial  returns  published 
for  Rosario  show  imports  from  France  valued  at  $438,872  in  1913 
and  $277,749  in  1914.  The  onl,y  articles  of  importance  are :  Vermouth, 
in  bottles,  44,888  dozen,  valued  at  $173,270,  in  1913  and  22,583  dozen, 
at  $87,170,  in  1914;  and  earths  (cement),  19,577  metric  tons,  valued 
at  $114,168,  in  1913  and  6,807  metric  tons,  valued  at  $72,364,  in  1914. 

Imports  from  Germany  are  valued  at  $2,405,745  for  1913  and 
$949,064  for  1914.  The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  value 
of  the  principal  articles  purchased : 


Articles. 


1913 


Quantity.       Value 


1914 


Quantity.       Value 


Iron,  not  manufactured metric  tons.. 

Machinery,  miscellaneous pounds . . 

Sugar,  refined metric  tons. . 

Sugar,  raw do 

Wire pounds . . 


12, 186 

1,758,449 

5,521 

14,816 

16, 524, 749 


8375, 980 
131,098 
426,218 
857, 862 
357,006 


6,318 

1,148,229 

54 


$202,711 
80,909 
4,180 


17, 067, 452 


439, 104 


The  increase  in  imports  of  German  wire  is  worthy  of  note.  In  fact, 
considering  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  trade  with  Germany  during 
the  last  five  months  of  1914,  the  showing  is  remarkably  good.  In 
comparing  figures  for  the  tAvo  years  under  review  sugar  must  be  de- 
ducted, inasmuch  as  imports  of  sugar  depend  entirely  on  the  Argen- 
tine output.  Making  this  deduction,  it  will  be  seen  that  imports  of 
other  products  covered  by  returns  fell  from  $1,121,665  in  1913  to 
$944,884  in  1914. 

Diminished  Demand  for  Italian  Food  Products. 

Total  imports  shoAvn  for  Italy  were  A\alued  at  $2,757,061  in  1913 
and  $1,915,368  in  1914.  The  j^rincipal  groups  were  food  products 
and  beverages,  of  which   Rosario   received  considerable   quantities 
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directly.  The  consumption  of  such  products  was  naturally  affected 
by  the  commercial  depressison.  The  principal  items  of  the  two  groups 
of  imports  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Quantity.        Value, 


Cheese pounds . . 

Oils,  edible do 

Rice do 

Vermouth ,  in  bottles do/.en. . 

Wine,  common,  in  casks gallons.. 


1,180,979 

9, 257, 438 

16,035,799 

20G,  439 

474, 799 


§206,773 
729,384 
553,810 
773,695 
188,389 


968, 590 

7,121,069 

12, 817, 763 

119,302 

262,759 


$169,475 
561,062 
448,844 
460,506 
122,946 


Other  Countries  Supplying  Market. 

Rosario's  second  source  of  supply  for  rice  is  the  Netherlands,  which 
furnished  6,802,935  pounds,  valued  at  $238,220,  in  1913,  and  3,256,172 
pounds,  valued  at  $114,023,  in  1914.  Paraguay  figures  in  the  Rosario 
returns  with  imports  valued  at  $191,156  in  1913  and  $89,278  in  1914. 
The  principal  articles  received  are  yerba  mate,  lumber,  and  tobacco. 
Of  these,  yerba  mate  is  by  far  the  most  important,  imports  amount- 
ing to  2,550,181  pomids,  worth  $111,899,  were  purchased  in  1913,  and 
1,135,173  pounds,  worth  $50,689,  in  1914.  Like  Italy,  Spain  exports 
chiefly  food  products  to  Rosario.  The  only  important  article  men- 
tioned in  customs  statistics  is  sardines,  of  which  1,786,644  pounds, 
valued  at  $195,511,  were  received  in  1913,  against  773,514  pounds, 
worth  $84,292,  in  1914.  Total  imports  shown  for  Spain  were  $300,789 
in  1913  and  $162,533  in  1914. 

Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  United  Kingdom  leads  in  the  value  of  its  imports  at  Rosario. 
In  customs  returns  it  is  credited  with  $4,796,105  worth  in  1913  and 
$3,611,875  worth  in  1914,  though  apparently  the  returns  do  not  in- 
clude important  shipments  of  railway  material  received  here  for 
English  companies,  and  presumably  other  merchandise.  Statistics 
for  the  following  imports  only  are  available : 


Articles. 


Quantity.       Value, 


1914 


Quantity.       Value, 


Coal metric  tons . . 

Cotton  goods pounds . . 

Iron,  galvanized metric  tons . . 

Jute  and  similar  fabrics pounds. . 

Machinery,  miscellaneous do 

Rails metric  tons . . 

Wii'e .poimds . . 


414,908 

295, 955 

14, 079 

6,345,912 

1,106,802 

1,629 

1,643,270 


$2, 802, 701 
96, 892 
953, 893 
418,143 
79, 525 
62, 895 
93,349 


338, 841 

148,737 

7,906 

6, 264, 291 

346, 302 

1,524 

1,716,345 


$2, 2S8, 869 
54,913 
503, 972 
406, 465 
16, 191 
58,854 
57, 168 


Character  and  Value  of  Exports  from  Rosario. 

As  already  explained,  the  Rosario  authorities  do  not  base  calcula- 
tions on  the  actual  or  market  value.  For  this  reason  the  following 
statistics  are  of  interest  only  for  purposes  of  comparison  and  as 
illustrating  the  importance  of  agricultural  products  as  distinguished 
from  those  of  stock  raising  in  the  economy  of  the  country  tributary 
to  this  port.  (While  agricultural  pursuits  predominate,  stock  rais- 
ing is,  of  course,  also  an  important  source  of  wealth.)     Value  of 
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exports  from  Rosario,  by  groups,  Avas  as  follows  in  1013  and  1014. 
as  given  by  the  local  cnstonihouse : 


Groups. 

1913 

1914 

Groups. 

1913 

1914 

Live  animals 

1386 
2,197,411 

43,014 

107,314 

00,880,070 

100,194 

Vegetable  products,  resi- 
due (bran,  middlings, 
oil  cake)    

S983,279 

471,, 5C0 

164,240 

193 

78,088 

J^nimal  products  (hides, 

$1,169,350 

09 

248,424 

52,374,443 

832,020 

$1  005  902 

Animal  products,  manu- 
factured (meatproducts, 

Forest     products     (que- 
l^racho  products) 

178,011 

72, 573 

etc.) 

Hunting  products 

Miscellaneous  products . . . 

Total 

Animal  products,  residue 
(bones,  guano,  etc.) 

02,931 

05, 140, 355 

50,004,929 

^a;rains,  etc.) 

Vep;ctable   products, 
manufactured     (sugar, 

The  returns  furnished  l)y  the  customhouse  do  not  show  exports 
from  Kosai'io  by  countries.  Declared  exports  to  the  United  States 
as  well  as  the  factors  affecting  the  export  trade  in  1014  Avere  dis- 
cussed in  Supplement  to  Commerce  Reports  No.  SSb,  April  17,  1015, 

Shipping  Statistics — Eosario  Customhouse  Revenue. 

The  following  table  shoAvs  the  nationality  of  steamers  and  sailing 
vessels  entering  Rosario  in  1018  and  1014: 


Nationality. 


1913 


Number 
of  vessels. 


Tonnage. 


1914 


Number 
of  vessels. 


Toimage. 


STE.VMEES. 


A  merican . . 
Argentine.. 

Austrian 

Belgian 

Brazi  ian.. . 

British 

Danish 

Dutch 

French 

(Jerman 

Greek 

Italian 

Norwegian. 

Russian 

Spanish 

Swedish 

Uruguayan . 

Total . 


1,185 

8 

20 

1 

684 

7 

9 

10 

82 

7 

26 

15 

3 

7 

2 


536, 469 

22, 095 

43,161 

751 

,  513, 580 

11,3-20 

17,528 

31,291 

207,620 

14,5!3 

46,  720 

28, 892 

4,Ci39 

16, 5S5 

10, 850 

3,312 


1 

1,100 

9 
22 

4 
572 

9 
28 
17 
41 
10 
26 
25 

3 
10 
12 


2,661 

489, 336 

24, 202 

54,215 

3,220 
1,315,332 
17, 461 
49,451 
.57,814 
104,805 
33,312 
54,320 
52, 192 

5, 70(i 
24, 857 
20, 709 

2,805 


2,073       2,509,386 


American. ., 
Argentine... 

British 

French 

Italian 

Norwegian . 

Russian 

Uruguayan. 

Total. 


840 
3 


873 


120,928 
3,313 


8, 7P3 

18,448 

591 

318 


152, 421 


1,900 


2,312,398 


1 

684 
3 
1 
2 
11 


669 
83,078 
3,265 
1,631 
2,872 
14,  ,869 


70S 


The  total  revenue  of  the  Rosario  customhouse  Avas  $4,'206,216  in 
1914,  this  being  a  falling  off  of  about  45  per  cent  as  compared  with 
1913.  If  duties  on  sugar,  Avhich  may  be  considered  extraordinary 
revenue,  are  deducted  from  figures  for  1013,  the  decrease  in  1914 
amounts  to  33  per  cent. 
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